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ABOUT THE BOOK

E__Vel’\lor\e ‘ms to kr\ow {"\e {'I’q{'\\ ih case
| get killed on the trail 1l be My Escape,
all written and drawn WHILE IT HAFFENS
Coqyld be a little raw. |'m a little raw.

1'm going to lml low, still and d[q'\e{', blend in,
‘mrmor\'\ze w\{"\ {"\e worH oq{' 'l'\\el’e.
1+'s ot an easy {"\'\hj to be,

a bO\{ oh a \\ol’ie doc I’\d'\hj invisible.

So begins {:\ﬁeeh-jear-oH Yaho/ A‘mncio's adventyre joqrmL Tormented
and abysed by his older brother, Will, Ym@[ ryns away ]Cl’om home on

the right that his brother vicioushy attacks his horse, Shy. With just

a back‘mck, a ]qas\nha\\{', ‘\'\s ‘\o(ﬁe, and a joqt’hal, Yar\o/ takes to {"\e
Cal'\]col’r\'m desert on a joql’he‘l o]c 5€|‘F'4iSCove|"{~ T\'—\el’e, \\e will learn the
Lnl’clfk'\rﬁ 0{: be’mj ‘\omdess, experience ‘\'\5 ]C'\rs{' kiss, and meet a Mexican
laborer, Taveo, who has a {"\\hj of two to teach him aboyt I\]Ce and love.

Debyt novelist Sandra Alonzo creates an honest ror{-m\{' o'F a ]Cam'\lj
4ea|‘m3 with mental disease: ‘mren{-s who s{-rqgejle to raise two very
di]cfel’er\{' b°‘[5' onhe son w‘\o cannot control ‘\'\s anger, and Jt"\e o{'\'\el’ w‘\o
myst live in his shadow. |llgstrator Nn{"\ah anhj Car{'ql’es the hymor
and angst o]c a teerager who sometimes needs more than words to make
his point. In Eﬂm Invisible, words and art come {'oae{'\\er to create a
+OHC‘\'\P\3/ ]qu\rv{, and W\\ouj ofiginal story.

PISCUSSION QUESTIONS

5 As H\e joqrhn| O‘?ehf w\m{' do we learn aboq'l' Yahcj? W\m{', e»mc‘l"\ll
[} ‘\e Cioiha?

2 V\“\a{' are {'\\e major obstacles {'\m{' Ym\o/ ]CaCes ih {'\\e ]C'n’s{' two clm,s
0{: \\'\5 joql’he17 W\\'\c\'\ do o4 {‘\\’mk are {'\\e most dahjeroqﬂ

3 Yah67 qua||~I 3'\Ve5 qr m—\c{ 3'\Ve5 n. W‘\a{' ‘mﬂ?ehs dq(\r\j c{m{ {"\l’ee

H\a{' almost makes ﬂ\\s inevitable? How does \\e ovetcome it?

4 “E\/el’j mingte srer\{’ on {'\'\e trail is aho{'\'\el’ mingte away ]Crom my
brother.” Po Jeu think Ym«o{ is quh{:\ed to have ryn away ]Crom
‘\ome and \\'\5 bro{-\\er? W\\\I dorn't \\'\5 ‘m!’eh{'s do 5ome{"\‘\h3 aboyt \\'\5
bro{'\\er? W‘m{' can be done?

£ Howl e%acHY, cl\d Yaho{'f bro{—\\er mah'\rqla{'e ar\c’ cah{'l’ol ‘\'\m'-’ How c{o
s5ome reorle 4evelor {'\\eSe {’ehclehc\eﬂ Do you {'\\'\r\k {'\\ej ate botn l’\ke
{"\'\5 ot created {'\\roqj\\ {'\\e'\l’ environment? How \ms Yahc7' tried to
cope in the ‘ms” Have Jou ever ]Cacecl ah‘l{'\\\ha similar?

6 How does Yﬂh67 yse ‘\'\5 intyition to jqdrje {"\e intentions o]c Feoyle \\e
meets on this joql’r\e~[7 How do o4 Jeerle ot o tryst and whom

to avoid?

7 What did Will do +o Agnt Lila's cloej, Byrnto? Po ey thirk he
meant to ‘\ql’{' it? \]C someone i5 w‘\“\hj to ‘\qt’{' an animal, are {'\\ej

also w\ll'\r\j to hyrt Fec"?‘e?
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\/\“\o [} T;\/o7 V\“m{' [} ‘\'\s s{'o(~17 V\“\n{' 40e5 ‘\e mean w‘\er\ ‘\e Smls,
"1 make qp ]Cor bad -‘]C | do ch‘\ 3004, {'\\eh mm/be {"m{' ‘\e"? me Wai‘\
away all the maL *F(om those men.” What coyld Jey learn ]Cl’om this?

W‘\‘{ Cloeﬁ f\\e joql’r\a| 5qCHeh|7 start over at c’m’ ohe a:ja\h? W\mf 5
Yath coqh{'\r\j row? How do ‘\'\5 ‘Ml’eh{'f react on 3e{'{"\h3 \\'\m ‘\ome?

How does Yﬂhc‘l h’\{ to “je{' a |'|]Ce" once ‘\e retyrns \\orne'-’ \N'\{'\\
whom does he 4eVe|o‘: a ]Cner\cls\\iw Are Yoy 5qr‘m5e4 he decides to
cor\]c'\cle in her of not? What is her own s{‘or~17

W‘\‘{ do Yar\cj's.‘ml’eh{'s {"\'\hk it may be in \\'\s best interest to g0 live
with his 3rah4‘mrer\{'s? Is it fa'\r that Yﬂ.hC*{ woyld have to start over?
W‘\‘[ can't H\e*{ send Will to another fam'\L{?

Does {'\\e desert 5e{‘{"\hj mirror YﬂhC"lﬁ l'\]ce in any wa7'7 Have ‘H\'\haf
|’ea“~l c‘mhjec‘ at a“ 'For \\'\m? \‘F \N'\” wele ‘Iqu bl’o{"\el’, \\ow woqlc{
Y4 ‘(!’1 to deal w\{"\ \\'\r\'\?

How do {'k\hjs escalate between Will and Yar\O[ once more? How does
it ]C'\r\n“\{ je{' {'\\e attention O'F \\’\5 Pﬁl’eh{'f? V\‘\\a{‘ woyld it take ]Cor
‘Mreh{'ﬁ to give 4p on a child?

Describe the ]C\M| showdown between Yaho/, Will, and 6\\1. How has
Yar\o( c\mhjec{ ovel {'\\e coylse of {"\e novel? How 40 1oq ‘{"\-\hk {'\\e
events O‘F ‘\\5 teen \Ieal’s will a‘FFec{' ‘\'\m {"\I’oqj\\ aclqlf\r\ooc{?

In the end, what \\aﬂ:ehs to Will and Yahc~/7 What terrible choice did
Yar\C7'5 ‘Mreh‘b ‘\m/e to make? W‘\o yeu {'\\'\r\k ‘ms it WOI’Se—'YﬂhC‘I ol
bis parents? Why?
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C‘\'\lcﬂ\ood mer\‘fal '\“r\esses ate a ‘F\’\j‘\‘l'eh'\hj I’ea|'\{'1 fol’ mm—w/ fam\hes.
How can {:am'\l'\es cope w\{'\\ {"\e srec'ml demands {'\\a{' H\ej ]Cace7 How

can schools and other agencies sqwor{' these ]Camil'\eﬂ

What do Joq think Yaho['s ‘Mreh{'f s‘\oqld have done with Will ‘F\’om
{"\e beej'\hhih37 How 'Far can {"\e mfefj o]C ohe c\\'\H be comrrom'\sed at
{'\\e ‘\ﬂhdf 0{: ar\o{"\eﬂ Do 70q {"ﬁr\k mah1 ‘Ml’eh{'s 4eh1 H\e Sevel’\{“[
o]C sych ‘:roblems7

I extreme cases, some ‘M!’eh{'ﬁ have given 4p cqs{'ocw of a child so
that he becomes a ward o]c the state. Do Jeu think this shoqld be
leejal? 15 {'\\ere ahj'l"\\r\g {"m{' coyld Freveh{' it? W\\ose ha‘\{'s take
rrececler\ce: the victim's, the ill child's, the ‘mrer\{'s', or those of

soc'\e{'1 as a w\r\ole7 Defehc’ Yqu answel’.




ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

READING

As Jeu read, create a cayse and e{:fec{' ]qowc\mr{'. I small boxes of on
index cards, write a bnef symmary o]C each major AT L T T
]q'\r side reveal what the e]cfec{' o]c that event was. Discyss Jeur choices in
small groyps.

WRITING/ART
\hs‘i\l’eCI b\{ an\o['s joqrr\al/ske{'c\\bwk, create a one-week cle‘i\c{'\or\ O{:

Jour own |'\]Ce. \]C that's too re(sohall then create a {:\c{"\or\a| one to share.

Use bo{'k i“qi{'l’a{'\t‘:hﬁ and Jt"\e content o]c {"\e joql’ha| to bl’u—\j Jeur s{’ol’~{
to life. g

MATH

Mnr an\CY'S joqrr\e~( {"\l’oqj\\ {'\'\e Cﬂl'\]corr\’m desert. On average, \\ow
many miles did Yano{ travel per Jm’ to reach his destination? What s
{"\e C\\ea‘?es{' Fol’m o{: ‘h’ahil’o(‘l’n‘hohl Pel’ mile, ava'\lable to 7oq as a teen?
Where woyld L like to 40 in a 50-mile radiys ]C(om Jour \\oq5e7 1007
5007 10007

SCIENCE
Com‘mt’e the biomes and |ah45care that Yar\cj travels {'\\roqj\\ to yoyr
owh. C,l’ea{'e a \/ehh c"mjmm com‘ml’n—\j {"\e two.

SOCIAL STUDIES

ReSearc\\ {"\e is54e o]c C‘\'\H‘\OOJ mental illnesses and {'\'\e treatments
available to {"\ose ]Cam’\hes w‘\o ate ‘H’Y'\r\j to cope- Create a ]qowc\ml’{'
{'\'\a{' 5‘\oq|4 be ]Conowecl ]Cor diajhos'\sl treatment or{"\or\s, and decision-
mak\hj. Skal’e w‘m{' yed learn in a ‘Mml?Ne{', PDWerPoir\'f Pl’eseh{'a{"\oru

or live/video rl’eSeh{'n{"\or\.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
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Q&A WHH THE AUTH@R M~/ f\rs{- dmf{- of RE{M lnvisible was not told in J'oqrml forma{-. ¢

started as a traditional novel, told in Yancy's voice, in the present
1 WHERE DID THE IDEA FOR THIS BOOK COME FROM? terse. After trying to get it pyblished withoyt syccess, | decided to
try writing the story as a novel in verse. The expetience was valyable,
The idea for Riding Invisible came from my childhood. | am .{'\'\e oldest and it \\elred me S\m‘)e the scenes and characters in a syccinct mannet.
of three children, and yrfortyrately, my middle brother syffers from
child-onset SC\\'\ZOP\\I’eh\a. His illness is very cI‘qCFeren{' ‘Fl’om Will's
problem, the condyct disorder | described in the book, byt when | was a

c‘\'\ld, m~l bl’o{"\el’ was sml’j. Eveh ‘H\oqj\'\ \ was OHeI’, W\'\er\e\/er \ was

AnmrehH\{ it workecf, becayse | was able to 3e{' an aaeh{' w'\{"\ f\\is
vetsion, the thClel’{:ql Cal’*/r\ Wiseman with the Andrea Brown

\_'\{'el’arj Ajehe{. Uh]cor{'qr\n{'d\[, rovels in verse l’eac\\ec{ a reak in
{“\e matket, and, a]c'l'er vatioys l’ejec{'\orxs, Cﬁl"lh asked '\]C 1'd like +o

w o itional novel.
aroynd \\'\m, | was n]cm'\d. \Ni{'\\oq{' warning, \\e coyld become violent. rewtite the st G HadtPaalnaxe

To escape my ]Ceal’{:tﬂ home environment, | woyld ride my horse {—kroch\\
{"\e moyntains w‘\el’e we lived. Mm\‘[ o]c .{'\\e feehhgs in {’\\e book come
]Crom my expetiences, byt ynlike Yaho('s brother in EE‘M lhvisible, my
bro{-\\er hevel {'\\rea{'eheCI to \\ql’{' my ‘\orse.

Ore o]c {'\\e ]C\I’s{' ideas {"\n{' came to me ]Cor a YA novel was to wnte
aboyt two brothers, one of whom Sqﬂ:el’ed ]Crom a severe {’s~lc\\o|o«j\c«|
CI’\SOI’CIeI’. TFe o{’\\et’ bl’o{'\\el’, | C‘eciCleC’, wcqlcl ryn avwnl on \\'\5 \'\ol’Sez
to escape his tormentor. The story, characters, and plot took off
]Crom {'\\el’e.
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2 HOW DD YOV DEVELOP YANCY’S STORY?

Orece | \\acl a cor\cer{' ]Cor a sfoa«[, {"\e rest o]c {"\e action ]Ce” into
rlnce a{:fer a lot o]c work and revision. When | started the novel,
Yﬂhc‘{ was the older brother. 1'd been afra'\CI o]c my brother, who

was {'\\I’ee 1eal’$ Yoqr\jel’ {"mh me. so it 5eeme4 believable {"m{' {'\\\s

scenatio woyld work well in a book. However, ‘;eo‘;le w‘w cl’\{"\c]'qed my
work dimcjr’eeJ. | c‘mhjed {"\a{' as‘:ec{' o]C {"\e 5{'0I’~{.




Uj\\‘- Beer ﬂ\el’el done {’\\n{'. | wanted _{'0 move fOI’\wH’Cl/ {'l’*{
some{'\\'\htj rew. | decided to aH’emP{' a joql’r\al, whtten b\/ YﬂhC‘II ard

also illystrated by \\'\m. It was a ]th process, E‘ec'\d’mj W‘\el’e to ‘;|ace
Ym«cj's c:lraw'\h35 and illystrated ‘Mhe|5, ]C'\{'{"u—\ej {'\\em in w\{'\\ {"\e text
and action. f\/aﬂmr\ H“""‘ﬂ did a 3|’eaf job “becom\ruj" Yﬂhc\{,

{"\e artist.

The last, rer\mrs the most cl’\]cf‘\cql{- part in 4eve|o‘i\r\j Yar\cY's story
\mﬂ;er\ed becayse o‘F my ]Cah{'as{"\c editor, Christian Trimmer, at
Hﬂ»et’wh- Pal’Hj becayse Eﬁm lnvisible 15 based on events ]C(om
my ‘ms{', ]Cac'mj the Feehr-gi in the.novel-and coming to terms with
Yahc7'5 3|’ow{"\ tyrred oyt to be a J\FF\ch' task. 1+ meant | ‘\mi to
grow, too. It was a lot of work, byt | made it throygh the revision
process. The resylt is a rqbl'\s\\ec'l rovel | am ‘)I’oqcl o‘F.

3 CAN YOV DESCRIBE YOUR WRITING PROCESS?

Hmmmmm. | qu{' write! | write a lot, whenever | can. \deas
CDI’\S‘{'ﬂh‘H‘{ bop into my ‘\eac] at 5{’1%!’\3? times, like W‘\eh 1'm 4!’\\/\1—\3
of fiding my horse. If | don't jot down the idea immediately, it's
often lost. Most days. yeu'll find me on my laptop, typing away. |
qsqa||~( ‘Fo“ow the same process | ysed ]Co( Eﬁm Invisible, which means
revising, !’ewl’\‘hhj, and rect’ea{"\hj {"\e rovel two of {'\\I’ee times. E.ven
thoygh it doesn't come easy, it's what | love to do.

WHAT CAN YOUR FANS LOOK FORWARD T0 NEXT?

1'm ‘M’eSeth working on two YA rovels. M \ndiana is a story I'm
excited aboyt. |+'s written in {"\e voice o]c a foqr{'eeh“{ear-ou j'\l’l
who artives at a \\os‘)\{'nl and discovers she cannot remember her past.
\/ahoqs clyes and small chl:s of scary scenes tell {'\\\s {'eehajer {"\a{' {"\e
I\]Ce she ysed to live was ]Car ]Crom myndane, ross'\b|~l evil. With the ‘\elr
o]c Rejtj\e, a cyte 94y Ske meets a]q'el’ Moving to a {:os{'er ‘\ome iha
remote location, lndiana is able to yncover her ‘ms{', ard 5{'rq33|e5 to
save \\e!’ie']c in {"\e rl’ocess. C\mr{'el’ Ore s ‘Josfec‘ on my \Neb site.

A Tattoo Will C‘mhge Yoyr L.'\fe ‘\as been I’es{"\ha Fol’ a w‘\ile. |
love {’\'\e mmj'\ca| reahsm in fkis s{'or~/. H"f {'olcl \n nH‘el’ha{"\r\cj ro'\h’rs

o]c view bY a ‘zl’ear\ar\{’ ]C'\{:‘l'eeh-jear-oul Yeﬁer\'m Mar{'\hez, ahCI ‘\el’
'\h{‘el’ei{"\r\j b°1]cl’\eh4, Mario Rybio. Yessie decides to 39{' a maj\ca|
tattoo as a crazy, last-resort a{'{'emr{' to resolve ‘\el’ pregnancy issyes.
\h ‘H\e Pl’ocess, 5\\e ]C'\hc{i 5ome{'\’\'\h3 else, 5ome{"\‘\h3 qheﬂ?ec{'ed, \hclqd'\hj
a quirky new ]Chehc{ named Tattoo WNoman.



