PATRICIA McCORMICK

THE BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF CUT

ALSO AVAILABLE

PATRICIA McCORMICK

{

PATRICIA

Mc(ORMICK

SOLD MY BROTHER'S KEEPER

HYPERION

DISCUSSION GUIDE



ABOUT THE BOOK DISCUSSION GUIDE

1




PROJECTS
LANGUAGE ARTS

Go to The New York Times online archives www.nytimes.com/2005/01/19/ opinion/
19kristofcambodia.html?ex=1147233600&’en=169¢12d839fa55{7& ei= 5070 and
read columns by Nicholas Kristof, a writer who literally bought the freedom of two
prostituted girls in Cambodia and who proposes some solutions to the trafficking

problem. Then write a letter to Kristof (nicholas@nytimes.com) or to your local paper.

Visit a few anti-trafficking Web sites, such as:

» www.satyamag.com/jan05/gupta.html, which includes an interview with filmmaker
Ruchira Gupta, the director of The Selling of Innocents, a documentary about the
marketing of women into the sex trade, or visit www.apneaap.org the Web site for
Apne Aap, Gupta’s anti-trafficking organization.

o www.ijm.org, which details what the International Justice Mission is doing to
rescue and rehabilitate trafficked girls.

» www.friendsofmaitinepal.org, which describes how people from all over the world
are working to help stop trafficking in Nepal.

Then, write a letter to the editor of your local paper, your senator, congressperson, or

other political figures to ask for their help in preventing the sex trade from continuing,

Demand that funds to support the children and women who are rescued from the
industry be allocated immediately.

Or write a letter imagining you have been trafficked, and this is your one chance to

communicate with the outside world.

MATH

Nepal is one of the poorest countries in the world; the annual per capita income is
about $300—roughly the same cost as an iPod. Compare the gross national product
of Nepal to that of the United States and other countries. Compare the countries’

literacy rates and infant mortality rates. Make a graph showing the differences.

Lakshmi was initially sold for about 800 Nepali rupees. Determine the current

exchange rate between U.S. dollars and Nepali or Indian rupees and calculate the
amount for which she was sold. Bring this amount to life by making a list of things

you and your family routinely buy for that amount.

Hold a fundraiser for Maiti Nepal or Apne Aap. It can be of any form you prefer—
bake sale, car wash, walkathon, read-a-thon, etc. Break into small groups and compete
to see whose idea nets the most donations. Graph your results and discuss which

strategies were most successful.

Organize a toy and book drive for the children of the red-light district and donate
your contributions to Maiti Nepal or Apne Aap. Ask local businesses for contributions

and donations.
ART

Create a piece of art inspired by the book. The form—sculpture, painting, musical

performance, etc. is entirely up to you. Chronicle your experience in a brief journal.

Imagine that you are going to leave home for a year to support your family. What
would you pack? What items would be indispensable? Work those items into some
kind of art form—collage, sculpture, poem, song. How does your list compare with

what Lakshmi carried?
Draw a map of Lakshmi’s travels.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Research the issues from the novel and create a poster, Web site, or pamphlet about
what you learned. Be sure to include information for those who may be interested in

getting involved.

Investigate various Web sites (including www.ecpatusa.org) to find out about the
trafficking of children that is currently taking place here in the United States.

Show a film at your school: Born Into Brothels or The Day My God Died. Invite a
speaker to your school, or find out how to organize a student group to push for

change. (www.ecpatusa.org/ECPAT-USA_StudentGuide.htm)
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