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But it is.
No one is

immune from
the passing

of years, I’m
afraid.

Let me
guess. You

wish a mighty
combat to

prove
yourself,

eh?

Something
like that.

Yes,
well…

Centuries
too late, I

fear.

Too weak
even to travel

to the River Iss.
So I must wait
for Issus to
come to me.

Do you
like it? I
rendered
it myself.

Always did
have the knack
for painting.

Only recently
though…the last

few hundred
years…have I

had time to
indulge it.

No
energy…
for much

more.

What
perverse

joke is this?
Where is
Gothan? Tal Hajus…

I think that…
that is…

Don’t
be a fool,
loas! That

isn’t—



This is
nonsense, Tars

tarkas. He is
ancient beyond

imagining.

There
would be no

honor in
slaying one
such as he.

I agree,
Loas. It would

be best if we
simply departed

and left him
to—

{urkhhhh}

The female
is making you

weak, Tars.

Fortunately
one of us has
not lost sight

of what’s
important.



But it turned
out he was
not so helpless
after all.

He had sufficient breath
in his incredibly aged
body to sound one, final
alarm. A high,
ululating call.

Such was the shape of
the valley that the
blast was amplified,
carrying for miles. 

You
murdering--! We came

here to
kill him. 

We came
here to battle

him! To prove our
mettle…or, more

accurately,
yours.

This was
a legendary
warrior! He

deserved
better
than—

He
deserved
to die in
combat.

Slaughtering a
helpless foe isn’t

combat! it’s—



it carried to a Thark
hunting party, led by the
Jeddak himself. Knowing
it to be the distress call
of an injured Warhoon, he
decided to head toward it.

it carried,
amazingly,
down into the
network of
caves where a
Warhoon leader
was mourning the
death of his
beloved, thirsting
for vengeance.

it carried to the mouth
of a cave through which
Dejah Thoris and Sab Than
had just emerged into
daylight, relieved to
discover that the
sandstorm had abated.

The guards who had been
searching everywhere for
Dejah Thoris heard it and,
although they knew not
what it was, decided to 
investigate.

And as the perverse
nature of the gods of
Mars would have it…

 …so too did a far-
flung patrol of
Zodangan warriors.
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Read the whole adventure! John Carter 
World of Mars collected edition in stores 

February 2012!
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